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New York Openings This \leek 


The Tower Beyond Tragedy-ANTA Playhouse, 11/26/50. Robinson Jeffers drama star- 
ring Judith Andersons First of ten production ANTA series..,>Out of This World-Cen- 
tury) 11/30/50. Cole Porter's musical comedy based on “Amphitryon". Starring 
Charlotte Greenwood. Presented by Seint Subber and Lemuel Ayers. 


Daily Reviewers Rate the New Plays--additional digests on back page 


Edwina Black-Booth, 11/21/50. English mystery concerning family poisoning by 
Dimmer & Miormum received four “pros”, one "so-so" and the remainder “cons”. Play 
was recommended to those who enjoy the slow aoving English type of mystery by cri- 
tics of News, Post, Journal American and \/omen's \iear Daily. First two critics ad- 
mitted they are suckers for English mysteries with elderly detectives, Field, Newari: 
News, didn't like play, but thought mystery fans would enjoy ite Remainder thought 
Sseript was dull and hackneyede Acting honors went to Michael Shepley as the detec~- 
tive. Signe Hasso, Robert Harris and lMerjorie Rhodes received mild acclaime Atkin- 
son, Times, thought the actors left to their owm devices could have fashioned a bet- 
ter play. While Dash, Women's ‘iear Daily, considered script as one that was not an 
insult to the intelligence. 


Pride's Crossing-Biltmore, 11/20/50. (nly two "pros" greeted Victor Wolfson's 
mystery of a New England manse. Majority thought play, highly reminiscent of last 
season's The Innocents, was lacking in interest. Portrayals by hiildred Dunnock, 
Tamara Geva and Katherine Bard were generally praised, though show was pannede At- 
kinson rated it the most monotonous play of the season. Chapman, News, and Pollock, 
Compass, enjoyed the melodrama. Though former agreed pace was slow. Latter thought 
script was knowing and original. Pollock praised ‘iolfson for bringing fresh ideas 
to the mystery writing fielde 


A Story for a Sunday Evening-Playhouse, 11/17/50. Paul Crabtree, author, direc- 
tor and lead, won a critical panning and a moral victory for his triple threat ef- 
fortse All of the critics, except Dash, panned his improvised play format as being 
too thin a dishe But most mentioned that he has talent as a coming man of the 
theatre in several departments. Dash enjoyed the engaging quality of the improvisa- 
tion, but feared that it was better suited to an off Broadway audience. Cloris 
Leachman won unanimous raves as a young actress to be watched. 


Weekly Critics View the Shows 


Bell, Book and 11/14/50. Weekly critics welcomed new acting 
team of 1i1li Palmer and Rex Harrison to theatrical scene in John van Druten's light 
comedy about modern witchese Gibbs, New Yorker, echoed sentiments of colleagues. 

He enjoyed the show more than-any other*he has reviewed this season but he was dis- 
appointed at the prosaic ending, Only Hobe, Varfety, thought ending was too weak to 
Overcomé. Cheers were recorded for support ing work by Jean Adair, pans LicKay, 
Larry Gates and the Siamese cat, . 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Drama reviewers might heed advice given book reviewers by teen agers at NeY, 
Times Book Fair, Youngsters, never known to keep their sharp opinions to themselves, 
felt that literary critics told too much of the plot, too often, Some of the drama 
reviewers have been devoting much of their space to scene by scene reports of the 
ploy. They shouldn't take their assignments as reporters too seriously. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if;they think they will 
be hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show - 
for en entertcining or stimulating evening. 


1. NY Times Newark News 21, Catholic world 
2. NY Herald Tribune 12. women's Wear Daily 226 Commonveal 

3. NY News 13. Daily \iorker Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14, Wall Street Journal 24. ChroSci.lionitor 
Se NY Compass (PM, Star) 15. Journel of Commerce 256 SateReview Lite 
6. NY Post 16. George Jean Nathon 26. Newsweek 

Te NY Sun (liorehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 27. Time 

8. NY Journal Americon - 18. Veriety 28, Nation 

9« World Telegram & Sun 19. Billboard 292 New Republic 
10. Brooklyn Eagle 20. Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


Affairs of State-Music Box, 9/25/50. Prot 11 votes, Cont 1-6-7-10-11-12-14-16- 
20=22-24-25-26-29- None: 13-17-21-23-28. 


Arms and the Men-Arene, 10/26/50. Prot 4-10-11-12+18-19-23-29, Cont 1-2-3-5- 
6-7-8-9-14-15-16-26, 


Bell, Book and Candle-Berrymore, 11/14/504 Prot Cont 2-6 
Bleck Chiffon-48th St. Theetre, 9/27/50 Prot 20 votese Cont 


Cell Me Madam-Imperial, 10/12/50. Prot 22 votes. Cont 19-290 SO=u0% 36 


The Cocktail Perty-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 21 votese Cont 1-9-13-14-22-25-29. 
So-So% 16-20, 


The Qountry Girl-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Pros 11-12. Cont 4-9, 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Prot 21 votes. Cont. 6-21-28, 
So- 16-19- -22-23- 27> None? 256 


The Happy Time=Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prog 21 votes. Cont 5=6-7-20-26-27-28-30. 


Hilda Crane-Coronet, 11/1/50. Prot 3-4-6-8-9-10-11-12-15-18-246 Cont 1-2-5-14- 
19-2 3-27-28-30, 

Kiss Me, Kate-Shubert, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votes. Cont 29. Nonet 28. 

The Lady's Not for Burning-Royale, 11/5/50. Prot 1-2-4-6-7-5-9-10-11-19-23-26- 


27° Cons So-So% 18-30. 
The Member of the edding-Empire, 1/5/50. Prot 26 votes. Gons 16. So-Sos 2-22-30 
Mister Rob ert 2/13/48. Pros 24 votes. Cont 21-24. Go= 308 13-16- 


Pardon Our French-Broadway, 10/5/50. Pros 10-11-12-15-18. Cont 
3=26=27-30, So-90% 1-5-89- . 


Peep Shovw-\/inter Garden, 6/28/50. Prot 4-5-6-7-8-10-11-15-17-19-23. Cont 
So-So: 3-14-18, | None’ 9#13-21-22-24-25, 


Peter James, 4/24/50, Prot 21 votes. Cont 8+13-16-30. so-got 6-14-19, 


Season in the Sun- Cort, 9/28/50. Prot 20 votese Cont 1012-24-28, so-sot ll. 


South Pacific-liajestic, 4/8/49. Prot 19 votes. Cont 27, So-Sot 23, 


' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' 
| 


Green Room Department ' 


CRITICS ANSER HART..eThough NeYecritics heve let Moss Hart's recent blast go un- 
challenged, two out of town critics have rallied to defense of the species. 
Carmody, jashington Star, thinks the author-director picked a bad time to ac- 
cuse the critics of knowing little about direction, and less about acting» 
This season the actors have been praised, while most of the scripts have been 
pannede Bourke, liiami Herald, is positive Hart's lack of knowledge about ju- 
nior misses didn't stop him from directing a hit play on the subject. 


TICKET PROBLEMSee.eNO solution yet in conferances of ticket brokers and ticket clubs. 
WCBS Bill Leonard discovered that he got a busy signal during three hours of 
calling the South Pacific box offices A NaYe cabbie offers tickets to the hits 
at $1.50 premium, McCord, Herald Tribune, reports. 


VARIETY BOX SCORE ENDS,.eControversial semi-annual Drama Critics Box Score has been 
dropped Editorial by Abel explains that rating system has served its purpose, 
that of making critics give more definite verdicts. Drama Critics Circle 9ob- 
jected to practice, claiming they were not supposed to decide if show will bea 
hit or not. Abel reminds that Broadway theatre is a commercial business, never- 
theless. 


REPORTERS TURN PRO.»eNsYédrama reporters lost their amateur status as producers when 
they turned advisors to Helen Hayes at Drama Desk luncheon, They sanctioned 
Miss Hayes taking minor role in ANTA lary Rose, promising to give most of the 
publicity to the lesser known leadse Reporters also backed notion of. not allow- 
ing anyone, drama critics included, to pet free tickets to ANTA series, 


BILLBOARD TIPSe.eSuccess of verse drama on Broadway may be cure to its success of 
top dramatic TV show predicts "GP", Billboard...ANTA-TV "Showcase-USA" produc- 
tion shows scant imagination either production-wise or in the selection of ma- 
terial, comments Francis, Billboarde iiuch work must be done to make it serious 
competition to two other top network programs on at same time. 


OFF STAGE LITERATURE..sDrama has lost nothing by not seeing the two plays discussed 
in The Country Girl and A Season in the Sun, notes Watts, Post. He also ob- 
served that President Truman is an off stage character in both Call Me liadam 
and Affairs of State. 


PROMOTION PLANSe.»National Theatre Week mey really turn into National HALi Week, puns 
Phillips, \/T&S...eTheatre News Weekly thankful that theatre is finally fighting 
for survival...Coleman, Mirror, wishes new theatre promotion group will induce 
top playwrights and players to put on a big show next yesr. 


THEATRE STAMP PROPOSED.+sOne man campaign to get commemorative stamp honoring 200th 
anniversary of theatre opened by George Durst, Jamaica, NeYs Francis, Bill- 
board, thinks it is a good idea. Morehouse, WT&S, thought theatre started in 
NeYe in 1732 not 1750. ; 


Random Items 


Subscriptions to ANTA play series may be paid in four installmentse.»Boris Kar- 
loff and Jimmy Durante headed the liacy Thanksgiving Day parade. Brandon de Wilde, 
The Member of the \iedding, described the event on WOR.eoTimes “capital to invest" ad 
looking for angels to finance hotel theatre in the round..sHarold Cluman, New Repub- 
lic, flew to Hollywood to cast The Kidders.which he will stage...\/OR Rudy Vallee was 
served with summons in Shubert libel case, whispers ‘/inchell...American Theatre So- 
ciety offering one dollar student ticketse.eWilliam Hawkins subject of full page pro- 
motion ad in WT&S...Index to Burns Mantle's Best Plays published by Dodd-ilead,.,-ANTA 
Album postponed to liarche..John Loder has been named winner of the-Polished Perform- 
ance Arard for November by Esquire Boot Polish..,St.John Terrell plans two tent 
theatres in England next summer..eAmerican Theatre in Paris closed; defective wirings 


_ 


‘ Interview Round Up '~ 


YOLANDE DONLANeseBorn Yesterday lead in London Company is American girl who came 
to Britain to make good, London Leisure reports. She was understudy to Judy Hol.i- 
day in New York end actually pleyed role on Broedway. Garson Kanin suggested sho 
contact Laurence Olivier for the London version. Her only other stoge experience 
had been in School for Brides and Good Night Ladies. 


PYEVACKETe.eFeline star of Bell, Book ond Candle is really a ham at heart, 
learned licCloin, Journal American. Foundling pussy unearthed by producer Irens ocl:~ 
nick thrives on expensive diet. Understudy and stuffed cat are held in readiness if 
something unusual turns up. Stege manager waves latter at cat when it gets 
temperamental. 


LUCILLE \VJATSON.«sRing Around the Moon actress doesn't take "con" reviews quiet- 
ly, she informed liorehouse, \iT&S. \ihen she felt thot the recent out of town trade 
paper reviews of her current play were absurd, she wrote the critics and told them 
so, She is also her own business manager, with God acting 2s her agent. 


The Relapse-hiorosco, 11/22/50. Revivel of Restoretion comedy by John Vanbrugh 
won rave notices from 711 but two of the deily apprceisers., Direction and acting by 
Old Vic star Cyril Richard was applauded. Supporting cast headed by Madge Flliott, 
John Emery and Ruth liatteson shared in the proises Hawkins, WTé&5, thought English 
comedy of 17th century is funnier than anything seen this season, Dissenters who 
thought the script wes too dull were Atkinson, Times, end Colemon, liirrore They al- 
so preised acting by leads. licClein, Journol American, enjoyed the production by 
Theatre Guild and Brattle Theatre, but feared it hod limited appeal, 


Ring Around the Moon-liortin Beck, 11/23/50. Split decision registered for 
Christopher Fry's trenslation of Jean Anouih's French “charede with music", Five 
outright “pros" considered the play elegant, sophisticated entertainment. Perfor- 
mences by Lucille Watson, Oscar Karlweis, Brenda Forbes, Georgina Cookson among 
others were deemed perfect. Atkinson, Times, and Barnes, Herald Tribune, admitted 
they were of several minds. lieny mentioned fact that script by Fry was less bril- 
liant, but less understandcble, than his other current plrey» They found items of 
wit, plus many boring scenese Hawkins,. sT&S, McClain, Journal american, and Chapman, 
News, filed "con" verdicts. They felt that the play missed its eim and that much of 
the acting was poor. 


The Country Girl-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Add three "pros" and two "cons" to file of 
Clifford Odet's play of backstage lifee Critics of Cue and Nevsveek joined bandwa- 
gon who welcomed outhorrdirector back to theatre's fold, Direction of Udets shared 
compliments with feature performances of Uta Hagen, Paul Kelly end Steven Hill. 
Hobe, Variety, thinks Odets fulfilled promise he showed in mid-30s, Time and New 
Yorker critics weren't as lenient. They felt Odets could use services of good edi- 
tor to cut out much of the shoddy material. 


Shows that closed include Tickets Please, Pride's Crossing and .. Story for a 
Sunday Evening...Letter show’ was plugged on Smith and Robert liontgomery network 
radio shows...State Department sponsoring German version of Beyond the Horizon in . 
Vienna,,;Actor in top musicel peys his press agent by relief check, insists Irving 
Hoffman..>Viking Press published "Seven Plays by Elmer Rice"».eThornton Wilder will 
help stage his Skin of Our Teeth at Harvard...American Theatre Wing registration . 
opens December 4th. 
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